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Connections to Connected Vehicles
Here are a few recent legal developments that parties interested in the development of 
autonomous vehicles may wish to follow:

• On May 28, 2019, The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) 
published an extension of the time until Aug. 26, 2019, for making comments 
to an Advanced Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (ANPRM) on what FMCSA 
regulations need to be amended to facilitate safely introducing Automated 
Driving Systems in commercial vehicles. See here for more information. The 
areas of inquiry in the ANPRM include the following: (1) whether a human 
driver is required; (2) confidentiality of shared information; (3) roadside 
inspections; (4) hours of service; (5)inspection, repair and maintenance; and 
(6) cybersecurity concerns.

• On May 28, 2019, the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
(NHTSA) also published an ANPRM requesting comments by July 29, 2019, 
on regulatory barriers to testing, compliance certification, and compliance 
verification of Automated Driving Systems. The ANPRM discussed proposed 
regulations that address crash worthiness and Federal Motor Carrier Safety 
Standards for vehicles that lack traditional manual controls. See here for more 
information.

• On June 3, 2019, the UK data protection regulator has released a draft report 
on how companies should use and inform consumers about the use of artificial 
intelligence. See here for more information. While this report discusses 
artificial intelligence concerns arising under the EU’s General Data Protection 
Regulations (GDPR), it has some relevance to data privacy and cybersecurity 
issues associated with the development of AV’s. 

• On May 30, 2019, The California Department of Motor Vehicles heard 
comments from industry, business and transportation officials about new 
California regulations that establish testing protocols for autonomous light-
duty (less than 10,001 pounds) commercial vehicles on California roadways. 
See here for more information.

• The Wisconsin Public Service Commission opened a docket in February 2019 
to seek comments on the following issues for electrification of vehicles in 
Wisconsin: (1) whether barrier exist and, if so, what are the barriers; and (2) the 
top two or three areas of interest that interested parties have for the role of the 
PSC on this topic. See here for Docket Number 5-EI-156. The initial responses 
to this docket can be found at the following here. The PSC has extended the 
deadline for filing  comments on this docket to Sept. 30, 2019. 
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The information in this article is based 
on a summary of legal principles. It is 
not to be construed as legal advice. 
Individuals should consult with legal 
counsel before taking any action 
based on these principles to ensure 
their applicability in a given situation.
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https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/05/28/2019-11038/safe-integration-of-automated-driving-systems-equipped-commercial-motor-vehicles
 https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/05/28/2019-11032/removing-regulatory-barriers-for-vehicles-with-automated-driving-systems
https://ico.org.uk/media/2615039/project-explain-20190603.pdf 
https://www.dmv.ca.gov/portal/dmv/detail/pubs/newsrel/2019/2019_23
https://psc.wi.gov/Pages/MajorCases/Electric-Vehicle-Policy-Investigation--5-EI-156.aspx
http://apps.psc.wi.gov/vs2015/ERF_view/viewdoc.aspx?docid=359979
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