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GAB Board Rejects Staff Interpretation on Redirection of 
Stale Conduit Funds. 

Stale conduit funds can now be transferred to an associated PAC 
or the sponsoring organization, upon fulfilling statutory notice 
and waiting period requirements. 

At Tuesday’s G.A.B. meeting, Attorney Mike Wittenwyler appeared on behalf of the AWL 
to urge the Board to reverse staff’s interpretation of which entities may receive unclaimed 
conduit funds – commonly referred to as stale conduit funds  - under Wis. Stat. s. 11.185 as 
established by 2013 Wisconsin Act 153.  Stale conduit funds are those deposited by a conduit 
member who has died or cannot be located.  These funds may now be redirected once the 
statutory notice requirements and waiting periods are met.  

Following the enactment of Act 153, G.A.B. staff advised conduit administrators in August 
that it interpreted the new statute to only allow redirection of stale conduit funds to the 
organization that pays for the administrative and solicitation expenses of the conduit.  Within 
this limited interpretation, an associated PAC needed to be the sponsoring organization of the 
conduit in order to receive redirected stale conduit funds.  It could not be, under staff’s 
interpretation, a PAC associated with a conduit through common corporate control. 

AWL disagreed with the staff interpretation and requested that the G.A.B. Board reject 
it.  See the link below to  read the letter that was sent on behalf of AWL. 

After an extended discussion during Tuesday’s meeting, the G.A.B. Board voted to reject the 
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staff interpretation and, in its place, adopt the position advanced by AWL:  that stale conduit 
funds could be transferred to either the sponsoring organization or an associated 
PAC.  Accordingly, it is permissible for redirected conduit funds to now go to a PAC 
associated with a conduit that shares a sponsoring organization. 

For those interested in the full discussion, video coverage of the G.A.B meeting is available on Wisconsin Eye and 
this agenda items begins at the 37:16 minute 
mark:  http://www.wiseye.org/Programming/VideoArchive/EventDetail.aspx?evhdid=8363). 

  

  

  

Read AWL's Letter to GAB, click here. 
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