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Three genes can make a

flu virus as deadly as the

1918 Spanish flu virus

that killed up to 50 million

people worldwide.

UW scientists
deadly flu genes

By DAVID WAHLBERG
dwahlberg@madison.com
608-252-6125

Three key genes can
turn a regular flu virus
into a super killer like the
strain that devastated the
world 90 years ago and
one that could come again,
UW-Madison researchers
found in a study involving
ferrets.

The discovery by a team
led by virologist Yoshihiro
Kawaoka could help sci-
entists better recognize
new flu strains capable of
causing a global epidemic,
or pandemic, and develop
drugs to ward off any kind
of flu, the researchers
said.

"These findings may
help us identify virulence
factors in other emerg-
ing pandemic viruses and
could accelerate the de-
velopment of new antivi-
ral drugs," the scientists
wrote in a report on their
findings in Monday's on-
line edition of the journal
Proceedings of the Nation-
al Academy of Sciences.

Kawaoka said the goal
was to find out why the
1918 flu virus, known as the
Spanish flu, was so deadly,
killing up to 50 million
people. Many of those who
died were young adults
who developed pneumo-
nia from infections that
penetrated deep into their
lungs, something regular
flu viruses normally don't
do.

In 2004, Kawaoka iden-
tifted a gene that enables
the 1918 virus to latch on
to cells in mice, but that

Please see FLU, Page A8

How deadly 1918 flu virus was recovered

JOHN MANIACI - State Journal archives

UW-Madison virologist Yoshihiro Kawaoka, pictured above, and other groups of scientists have used "reverse
genetks,"a technique Kawaoka helped develop, to create copies ofthe flu virus that killed up to 50 million people in
1918. A new report by Kawaoka mixed the reconstructed 1918 flu virus with a regular flu virus to identify three genes
that made the 1918 virus so deadly.

RNA from 1918 virus

Pieces of
virus genes
recovered
from lungs of
people who
died of flu in
1918

Virus RNA analyzed to
determine its complete
genetic code*

3

Plasmids (small DNA
rings) carrying 1918
virus genes were
created in lab

Kidney cell

*Some inactive parts of
1918 flu genome are not
known; genes from closely
related virus were used

Plasmids were usèd
to insert virus genes
into cultured human
kidney cells

SOURCE: Science magazine

1918 vírus
In kidney cells, RNA
directed the creation of
complete, active copies
of 1918 virus**

Copies of 1918 virus
were used in new
research to study
why it was so deadly
"Viruses were also
created in mice, chick embryos and
human lung cells to check results
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BoarcPs ethics,
election probes
mainly secret
Two Government
Accountability Board
members and its
ethics administrator
want more openness.

By MARK PITSCH
mpitsch@madison.com
608-252-6145

In its fírst year as the state's
government watchdog, the
Government Accountability
Board completed 29 of the
40 investigations it opened
into ethics and elections com-
plaints.

But for ali but the seven
that resulted in settlements,
forfeitures or formal findings,
the board can't tell the public
what it did and why, accord-
ing to board members and
staff, who cite the law that

The Government
Accountability
Board
Created by the Legislature
from the merged ethics and
elections boards, the Govern-
ment Accountability Board
is responsíble for enforcing
ethics, campaign finance and
eiections law in Wisconsin. It is
made up of six retired judges.

• Fines and findings. A9

created the board.
Now two of the six retired

judges who make up the board
and their top ethics specialist
say they want the Legislature |
to give the board more discre-
tion to disclose the results of
its reviews.

"We are aware of this as a

Please see BOARD, Page A9

Wisconsin Campaign Finance Information System Web site

Recognize the city behind the Capitol? Hint: lt's not in Wisconsin.

Minneapolis is not
the new state capital
Associated Press

A new Web site for campaign finance information
in Wisconsin includes the state Capito! in Madison in
front of a striking skyline — of Minneapolis.

State Sen. Jeff Plale noticed the geography gaffe after
looking at the site created by the Government Account-
ability Board.

T m looking at that thinking, 'What the heck?1" the
South Milwaukee Democrat said. "I don't think a lot of
Minnesota legislators care about our Government Ac-
countability Board."

The board said it's paying Bloomfield, Conn.-based
PCC Technology Group about $1 million to develop the
new site as part of a new system for tracking campaign
fund raising and spending.

Ethics specialist Tommy Winkler said PCC was using
the image of the Minneapolis skyline as a placeholder
while it searches for a copyright-free image of Madison.

Ethics divisíon director Jonathan Becker joked the
skyline was a "fanciful picture of what Madison may
look like someday." He said he'll ask the vendor to
promptly update the picture.

"It's nice, though, isn't it?" Becker said. "It looks like a
nice place to live."

Battle for public opinion in Gaza
Grocery is considering
two spots in the
Madison suburb
for a second store.

ByBARRYADAMS
badams@madison.com
608-252-6148

Middleton is back in play
for Willy Street Co-op's sec-
ond store.

The iconic Madison gro-
cery may still locate in an
8,750-square-foot space on
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the ground levei of Phase 2 of
Metropolitan Place, but with
the condo tower in receiver-
ship, Willy Street officials
say thcy have reopened their
search for a site for a second
store.

Anya Firszt, the store's gen-
eral manager, said Monday
co-op officials still would like
to be in Downtown Madison,
but a former Sentry grocery
store and a former Copps gro-
cery store, both ín Middleton,

Please see CO-OP, Page A8

KHALIL HAMRA - Associated Press

Palestinian brothers Sidki, 8, Ahmad, 12, and Mohammed Absi, 14, (no left-right available) who
were killed in a missile strike, are shown at the Rafah refugee camp. DEVELOPMENTS, A13

By STEPHEN FARRELL
The New York Times

RAMALLAH, West Bank - On the wall of the
Israeli government press ofnce in Jerusalém is a
stack of yellow Post-it notes pasted one on top of
the other, with the number 10,048 scrawled on
the top one. That is the number of Palestinian
rockets and mortar shells fired into Israel from
Gaza since 2001.

It is already out of date, and other Post-its will
soón be stacked on top.

For Israel, the tally has prompted internai de-
bate about how to counter the threat from Hamas'
homemade rockets and those of other armed Pal-
estinian factions.

For Hamas, the very existence of that num-

Please see GAZA, Page A9
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FIVE ON THE FLY

IPalin has child: Bristol
Palin, the 18-year-old

daughter of former Republí-
can vice presidentíal candi-
date Sarah Palin, has given
birth in Alaska to a son.
Trlpp Easton Mitchell John-
ston, bom Sunday, weighed
7 pounds, 4 ounces.

2So why play?: Las Vegas sports
books favor the New York Gíants

(2-to-l odds) and the Tennessee
Titans (4-to-l) to win the Super
Bowl over the 10 other teams in the
NFL playoffs. The rwo preseason
favorites - the New England Patriots
(2-to-l) and Dálias Cowboys (7-to-l)
- failed to make the postseason.

3calling card: A 40-year-
old Chicago área man

allegedly robbed a Chicago
bank using a note written on
the back of his own pay stub,
which was printed with his
name and home address. He
was arrested at his home and
admítted he was the robber.

4Lucy returns: Early
TV memories, in-

cludíng Lucy and Ethel
losíng their struggle
with a chocolate assem-
bly Une and Joe Friday
demanding "just the
facts," will grace post-
age stamps in 2009.

5Grisly charge: A
15-year-old Bronx

girl has been chafged
as an adult with killing
two men over three
days, includingone
whose dismembered
remains were found in
a garbage bag.
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Board
Continued from Page Al

problem and \ve are trying to
look at what is the best way
to do ít" said board member
Gordon Myse, a retired appeals
court judge froni Appleton.
"There are a myriad of pitfalls
along this path and we're try-
ing to analyze them carefully."

The board was formed in
January to oversee ethics,
campaign finance and elec-
tions — functions previously
monitored by the old ethics
and elections boards. But law-
makers barred the new board,
its staff and its investigators
from disclosing information
related to an investigation ex-
cept as needed to conduct the
probe.

Violations of the law are sub-
ject to a fine of $10,000 or up
to nine months in jail or both.

Previously, the Ethics Board,
which was a predecessor of the
Accountability Board, couldn't
release records it obtained dur-
ing an investigation, but it had
discretion to comment publicly
on the outcome of an investi-
gation, said Jonathan Becker,

GAB fines and formal fIndings
The Government Accountability Board has issued fines in fíve cases and
formal findings in two others:

FINES
Rep. Jeff Sniith, D-Eau Claire: $50, using state resources for political
purposes. Smith sent out a press release encouraging voters to re-elect
Rep. Jeff Wood, an independem who left the Republican Party. Wood
and Smith were re-elected.

Democratlc Assembly candidate Dick Skare: $300, newspaper cam-
paign ads failed to disclose who paid for them. Challenger Skare was
defeated by Rep. Garey Bies, R-Sister Bay.

Incomlng Democratic Rep. Mark Radcliffe: $150, campaign litera-
ture and advertisement failed to disclose who paid for them. Radcliffe,
D-Black River Falis, won election to an open seat.

John and Glsela Brogan: $1,350 each, exceeded annual campaign
donation limits of $10,000

Patrícia Kern: $1,100, exceeded annual campaign donation limits of
$10,000

FINDINGS
Americans for Prosperlty: no probable cause that AFP violated state
campaign laws after a letter about the state Supreme Court race was
mailed to a deceased former member of the group.

Jefferson Davis: probable cause found on undisclosed matter: GAB
says it's unable to report on substance of the investigation.

Sources: Government Accountability Board, Americans for Prosperity,
The Associated Press

the Accountability Board's eth-
ics administrator and a former
Ethics Board lawyer.

A spokeswoman for incom-
ing Assembly Speaker Mike

Sheridan, D-Janesville, said
Sheridan would wait until the
Accountability Board makes a
formal proposal to comment
on any possible changes to the

rules. Senate Majority Lead-
er Russ Decker, D-Weston,
couldn't be reached Monday.

'Too formallzed Idoa'

Tlie board has concluded that
under the law it can disclose
when a lawmaker or individ-
ual has paid a fine or reached
a settlement with the board,
said Becker.

If it makes a formal finding
on a complaint, it can also dis-
close that fact and identify the
target of the complaint, but
cannot disclose the substance
of the complaint itself, Becker
said. And it can confirm that it
has received a complaint if that
complaint has already been
made public, he said.

Wliat the board can't do is
tell a complainant whether
and how it has concluded an
investigation without a formal
finding, Becker said. And it
can't publicly clear the name
of a lawmaker, group or indi-
vidual that is the subject of an
unfounded complaint, Becker
said, even if the allegations
nave been aired publicly.

"When the Legislature wrote
this, they had a too formalized
idea of how the board would

proceed," Becker said.
Madison lawyer Mike Wit-

tenwyler, who represents doz-
ens of lobbying groups that
must follow the board s ethi-
cal requirements, said tryíng
to assess how the board han-
dles complaints is "the one
piece of the GAB thafs just
missing."

Wittenwyler said it's un-
clear whether the board has
condueted any major ethics
or campaign-related investiga-
tions because it can't tell the
public about them.

"We don't know how they
behave when it comes to par-
ticular personalities," said
Wittenwyler. "I would sug-
gest their true test will be on
a prosecution or investigation
that involves a high-profile
person."

Becker said the board hasn't
referred any matters to a dis-
trict- attorney or the state De-
partment of Justice.

Wittenwyler also said the se-
crecy surrounding the board's
investigations makes it hard
for the lobbyists, fundraisers
and politicians being regulated
to predict how the board will
react to certain activities.

Victor Manian, a retired

circuit court judge and mem-
ber of the board, also said the
board would like more leeway
in discussing the outcome of
investigations.

Other board members didn't
return phone messages or
couldn't be reached over the
last week.

More leeway
Becker said the board would

be asking the Legislature for
more leeway in publicly dis-
cussing its investigations,
among other things. The board
won't take up any proposed
legislative changes until its
March meeting, he said.

Becker said other ideas could
include asking lawmakers to:

• Bar campaign contribu-
tions while the Legislature is
working on the state budget

• Prohibit employees of state
contractors from making cam-
paign contributions.

• Require the state to pay for
ali food and drink for lawmak-
ers. Currently organizatíons
can buy lawmakers' meais
when the politicians are on of-
ficial state business.

Similar proposals have sur-
faced in previous years but
none has been enacted.

Continued from Page Al

ber in an Israeli office is an
achievement. For anyone
watching the plumes of smoke
rising from Gaza in recent
days, Hamas dominates the
television news and newspa-
per headlines.

It is not only the public-
ity, but the status conveyed
on Hamas as the Palestinians'
principal resistance. Its secular
rival, Fatah, sits on the side-
lines, marginal to the violence
unfolding in Gaza, from which
Hamas effectively expelled it
at gunpoint in the summer of
2007.

The questions remain: Why
did Hamas end its six-month
cease-fire on Dec. 19? Will it
— can it — unleash suicide
bombers into Israel in retalia-
tíon? And will the devastation
make Palestinians fali into line
behind Hamas, as they reliably
have in the past, or lose their
support as Gazans count the
escalating cost in blood and
destruetion?

Hamas' credo

Even knowing that re-
taliation was certain, Hamas
seemed to have ended the
cease-fire in part because of its
long-standing discipline and
consistency: For years it has
preached to Palestinians the
rejectionist credo that Fatah
negotiated with Israel and got
nowhere. Hamas' way of armed
force, it argued year in and year
out, was the only way.

And so it appears that Hamas
turned its logic against its own
cease-fire: Hamas' supreme
leader Khaled Meshal said on
Dec. 27 the cease-fire had yield-
ed few results. If there were no
specific benefits — like freed
prisoners or an end to Israeli
blockages on Gaza — then the
option, again, was a return to
violence. It also may have cal-
culated that the rockets into Is-
rael — 60 in one day — would
restore its status among Pal-
estinians as the champion of
"resistance" against the Zion-
ist enemy, whose soldiers and
settlers are no longer in Gaza
within reach of Hamas' mili-
tary wing.

A major question remains

whether Hamas expected a
shock-and-awe Israeli offensive
that hit so many buildings at
once, and left Gaza reeling.

The outcome, for the mo-
ment, is far from clear because
neither side has yet deployed
the full arsenal available to it.

Rlsks for Israel
Some in Gaza believe Hamas

wants Israeli soldiers to enter
the Gaza Strip, because it has
had 18 months to smuggle
weapons in through tunnels
from the Sinai since it seized
control of the territory. For the
last several years, after IsraeFs
withdrawal from Gaza in 2005
and erection of a separation
barrier around the West Bank,
it has been harder to strike at
Israelis.

Israel, though, is aware of
the risks and will not reflexive-
ly mount a large-scale military
return to Gaza,

As Israeli tanks rumbled
on the outskirts of Gaza and
explosions and machine gun
fire echoed through the night
air late on Monday, it was too
early to gauge the effect of the
renewed violence on Palestin-
ian opinion.

The key issue is whether
Palestinians will blame Israel
for raining fire down upon
them as Hamas hopes. Or
Hamas for provoking it as Fa-
tah, Israel and its western al-
lies hope.

Right now Palestinians are
certainly blaming Israel, loud-
iy.

Blamed for violence
This weekend, the Palestin-

ian newspaper Al Hayat ai Jad-
ida printed a black front page
with a headline blaring: "1,000
Martyrs and Wounded in Sat-
urday Slaughter."

More important is whether
once away from television cam-
eras and foreign journalists,
Palestinians will say and vote
the same way in presidential
and parliamentary elections,
both scheduled roughly within
a year.

At Shuafat refugee camp on
the northern outskirts of Je-
rusalém on Sunday, masked
Palestinian youths burned tires
and used slingshots to hurl
stones at Israeli soldiers.

Mohammed, 13, predict-
ed bloody Hamas reprisals.
"Hamas will be the one that

will bomb green Egged buses,
and we will go back to the way
it was," he said, with evident
relish. He was referring to the
Israeli bus carrier often target-
ed by suicide bombers.

Others were more doubtful.
Ahmad, 14, said he supported
"neither one nor the other,"
complaining that Hamas and
Fatah spent too much time
fighting each other instead of
working for Palestinian unity.

A few miles north in Ramal-
lah, anti-Israeli and American
sentiments were high among a
small crowd of protesters gath-
ered, incongruously, beneath
the Stars and Bucks café.

Even here, in Fatah's heart-
land, people said they admired
Hamas for its willingness to
take on a regional power de-
spite overwhelming odds.

Challenged on the point of
firing highly inaecurate rockets
from Gaza into Israel at huge
cost in retaliation, one 30-year-
old Palestinian, who refused to
give his name, replied it was
enough "just to say no."

He compared it to the impo-
tent yet defiant gesture of the
Iraqi journalist Muntader al-
Zaidi, who has become a folk

hero across the Arab world for
throwing a shoe at President
Bush.

Mustafa Saleh, 37, said: "I
am originally Fatah and my
voice will always be Fatah. But
Hamas is resisting and we are
a nation under oceupation. I
support the resistance, even
here in the West Bank."

Hamas hopes such senti-
ments will bring new support-
ers into its fold.

But as he watched the pro-
cession go by, Mohanad Salah,
42, said that emotions would
calm down. Palestinians were
quite capable of wanting
Hamas-style "resistance" with
their hearts, but peace talks
with their heads, he said.

"The more military opera-
tions by Israel either here or
in Gaza, the more it will make
people go away from wanting
agreements," he said.

"But you should know that
even after Israel carried out
this operation yesterday, if to-
day it says 'we want a political
solution, lefs reach an agree-
ment,' it would be completely
accepted by the majority of
the Palestinian people," Salah
said.

Did you know that children outgrow
their shoes in the width long before
their toes reach the end of the shoe?

Let the professionals at Stride Rite show you how to get
the maxímum amount of growing room with. each fitting.

Stride Rite stocks N-WWW widths

st ide rite
608-238-3509 • Mon-Sat 9-9, Sun 11-6 • www.morganshoes.com

' iTl L L D A L E- Midvale Boulevard at University Avenue

Cody Seibel
Cerlifled Shoe Fitter.
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• Stepless entry ranch-style homes
• Attached garage & full basement
• Menu of services & activities
• Ease of a "Life Lease"
• Security and comfort

for your future
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TWO HOMES AVAILABLE

Model Home at
424 MEADOW ROSE LANE

Prairie Point
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ATTIC ANGEL RETIREMENT COMMUMTY

Dlrections: West on Old Sauk
Road, left on Pleasant View

Rd., left on Theis Trall,
left on Meadow Rose Lane.
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Chiropractic
"We've got your back."

•State-of-the-Art Facility
•Pro Adjuster® System
• No Twisting, Turning,

Popping or Cracking

CaU Today!
608-318-2410

pr.fyb
Cadwallader
Q]iropractor5

www.prohealthchiro 1 .com
2410 Montana Ave, • Sun Prairie

IACUUSTW:::
THE PERFECT OFFICE VISIT

We ali want the best for our health, consider a Chiropractic adjustment
with lhe ProAdjuster. When you màtch technology and chiropractic, the
results can be incredible! Chiropractic treatment with the ProAdjuster
is consistent, measurable and extremely gentle. There is no guesswork,
and it is safe for individuais of ali ages. It is never too late to improve
your health and well-beíng. Join our many patients who are enjoying a
new world of health improvements resulting írom treatment with the
ProAdjuster. Now is the time to embrace an alternalive to your pain.

Same day appointments available
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IS MORE TIIAN A PLACE TO LIVÉ. ITS A PLACE TO GROW.

Distinctive. Vibrant. Welcòming.

Live life to its fullest at Attic Angel Place.

Call 608.662.8842 today for a tour.

Comfort Zone Quartz Infrared Portable Heater
Introducing the Comfort Zone

XL Model Series Famous Portable Heater That Can

CUT YOUR HEATING BILL

byupto O U /O
• Heat for a fractlon of the cost of fuel

oll or LP
• Just plug It In and start savlng money
• Digital thermostat
• Three year warranty
• Heats rooms evenly
• Whlsper qulet
• Safe around children and pets
• Greatfor spot heatlng llvlng áreas

ACE HARDWARE - DEFOREST
811 Maín Street • DeForest • 608-846-3876

ACE HARDWARE - MIDDLETON SPRINGS
2540 Allen Blvd. • Middleton • 608-831-2535

ACE HARDWARE - HILLDALE
414 N. Midvale Blvd • Madison • 608-441-6900

PHIUS TRACTOR SUPPLY
925 Applegate Rd • Madison • (608) 274-3601

i Buy 1 heater atS397
recelve S30 Off
a 2nd heater

Basement Finíshing
Kitchens • Ins. Repalrs

Year Round Roofing
Garages • Flooring

Roof
Snow

Removal
DESIGN * B V I L D * R E M O D E L CAIL TOLL FREE: DAVE KREBS

I Fully Insured (608)576-6593

Whafs Your IRA or CD Paying?
Bankers Life and Casualty Company Annuities

are paying 7 . 8 /o for the first year!*

We can take your IRA or CD rollovers!
•Includes 3.0% ínterost rate bónus, current rate te subject to changa, only (or potlcy LA-06T.

Call Michael T. Hanson
Branch Sales Manager

Licensed Insurance Agent

(608) 221-9892 ext 101

B A N K E R S

04-B022

LIFE AND CASUALTY COMPANY
We specialize in seniors

OUR GIFT TO YOU

$100 OFF
any purchase over $500*

"Coijpen offer vulld OÍI non-Mla iwrdiafKHíe only. EnchjdM dlscountri mírehindlM, spedal onlefí.
previous purcliases, ta i t í , deliver; and íSMmbiy feí j . Musl pretent coupon at the Ume of fiirtíMie.

0n« coupon per hogjehold. Sei itore h>r detallt Valld Uwwíh 01/01/09

40,000 sq, ft, of Fine Home Furnlshlngs

2002 $. Stoughton Rd. • Madison • 222-9200
Monday-Frlday 9:30-9, Saturday 9:30-6, Sunday 12-5:30

www.AlFurnlture.com
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